
 
Village of Lincolnwood 

Plan Commission 
Meeting 

Wednesday January 23, 2013 
7:00 P.M. 

in the 
Council Chambers Room 

Lincolnwood Village Hall - 6900 Lincoln Avenue 
Meeting Agenda 

 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 

2. Workshop: Planned Unit Development Conceptual Plan Review: Purple Hotel 
       4500 West Touhy Avenue 
Description: Proposal by North Capital Group to Redevelop the 

Purple Hotel and Review of Proposed Site Plan 
  

3. Other Business 
 
4. Public Comment 
 
5. Adjournment 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Chairman Eisterhold 

Members of the Plan Commission 
 
FROM: Aaron N. Cook, AICP 

Development Manager 
 
DATE: January 18, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Plan Commission Workshop – Review of Purple Hotel Preliminary Planned Unit 

Development Submittal  
 
 
North Capital Group has submitted for consideration an application for Conceptual Plan Review 
by the Plan Commission.  The Conceptual Plan Review is an optional step in the Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) process.  The Zoning Ordinance requires PUD approval for the 
redevelopment of the Purple Hotel and two adjoining properties.  The application includes a 
binder of information including but not limited to: 

• Descriptions of the proposal. 
• Parking Analysis 
• Site Plan 
• Plat of Survey 
• Landscape Plan 
• Preliminary Design Schedule 
• Purple Hotel Building Redevelopment Plans 

 
Prior to the scheduled Plan Commission workshop staff convened the Development Review 
Team.  This staff team consists of representatives of the following Departments: Police; Fire; 
Public Works, Community Development; as well as, the Village Engineer and Village Landscape 
Consultant. 
 
This team met on January 16, 2013 to discuss the information submitted by North Capital Group.  
Attached are the written review comments from the department representatives.  The primary 
focus of this team review was the site plan and landscape plan.  Overall, team members 
considered the site plan and landscape plan to be very preliminary in nature.  Accordingly, many 
staff comments include requests for additional information and detail.  In the team meeting, 
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significant questions or concerns were raised by team members regarding site access, parking 
layout and internal traffic circulation, truck deliveries and fire truck access, pedestrian access and 
circulation on the property, lack of landscaping, the location of new buildings and building 
massing.  Further concerns were raised regarding whether sufficient parking is being provided, 
whether these plans include Commonwealth Edison property and whether a parking structure is 
appropriate for this development.  
 
At the January 23, 2013 Plan Commission Workshop staff anticipates the developer will provide 
a presentation and be available to answer questions.  To assist the Commission, Community 
Development Department staff will be present as well as the Village’s landscape consultant, Jim 
Gamble of Land Design Collaborative and Jim Johnson, the Village Engineer. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Community Development Department Review 
2. Land Design Collaborative Inc. Conceptual Plan Landscape Review 
3. Village Engineer Plan Review 
4. Department of Public Works Staff Plan Review 
5. TPI Building Code Consultants Plan Review 
6. Lincolnwood Fire Department Development Plan Review 
7. Lincolnwood Police Department Purple Hotel Redevelopment Plan Review 
8. Conceptual Plan Review Application made by North Capital Group 



Community Development Department Review 
Regarding 

Purple Hotel Property 
For Conceptual Plan Review 

 
Date on Submittal: December 31, 2012 

Date of Department Review: January 16 2013 
 
Synopsis of Conceptual Proposal Submitted 
The applicant is seeking conceptual plan review for a development proposal. This conceptual 
review is the first step toward seeking Preliminary Planned Unit Development (PUD) approval 
for this proposal. 
 
This proposal contemplates the renovation of the existing Purple Hotel facility and the 
construction of approximately 30,000-40,000 square feet of retail and office uses on the site. 
Approximately 40,000 square feet of existing building (4560 Touhy and 7350 Lincoln) has either 
recently been demolished or is planned to be demolished for this proposed development.  
 
The renovated hotel component contemplates 208 hotel rooms, a 9,000 square foot restaurant, as 
well as a banquet hall, conference center and spa.  The site is comprised of several parcels which 
combined consist of approximately 8.5 acres.  
 
Consistency with Village Plans 
Plan Summary 
The Village’s Zoning Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan (Lincoln Avenue Plan) (“Village 
Plans”) envisions the Lincoln-Touhy intersection as a focal point of Lincolnwood’s “downtown” 
activity.  This includes a mixed-use commercial area built in a pedestrian-friendly environment.  
The Village Plans envisions this area has having the highest development intensity in the 
community and potentially requiring either underground parking or parking deck(s).  
 
Building height in this area is recommended to be limited to 5 floors with retail being the 
predominant ground floor use, with upper floors either residential or office space. Restaurants, 
retail and uses which encourage the public to gather, including a boutique hotel or family 
entertainment venues are desirable.   
 
The Village Plans further calls for new buildings in this area to be built to 5 foot build-to lines 
along Lincoln Avenue and along Touhy Avenue, build-to lines of 15 feet or greater.  Sculptures, 
fountains and plazas with outdoor seating are also envisioned for the subject property. The 
Village Plans further call for buildings to be oriented parallel to the street and buildings located 
at major intersections to incorporate a turret or tower feature. Facades fronting major streets are 
to have windows at the ground level.  Street facing elevations and facades shall also incorporate 
projections, recesses, and offsets in order to divide flat expanses of buildings. 
 



The Village Plans also recommend new parking lots to be prohibited in front of buildings and to 
require landscape screening of existing parking areas.  Screening shall also be provided for along 
public sidewalks.   
 
A Streetscape Plan for the Lincoln Avenue corridor has been prepared. The Zoning Ordinance 
requires on-street parking lanes in the public right-of-way to be incorporated into a new sidewalk 
system with “bump-outs” for new and existing uses.  For the Touhy Avenue intersection three 
alternatives have been provided, providing options for street parking and a right turn deceleration 
lane for southbound Lincoln Avenue.  The applicant is encouraged to provide input on these 
alternatives. 
 
Consistency 
In consideration of adopted Village Plans, the following items appear deficient:  
 

• Based on the Zoning Ordinance a minimum of 553 off-street parking spaces are required 
for the hotel, restaurants, banquet facility, and spa.  Not included within that parking 
calculation is the conference center and the additional retail/outlot construction.  Based 
on the additional retail/outlot construction the Zoning Ordinance would require an 
additional 99-132 off-street parking spaces. 

• The 20,000 square foot proposed new Touhy Avenue building is neither parallel to Touhy 
Avenue nor built to a 15 foot build-to line. 

• Buildings can be reoriented to the created internal drive in order to further the vision of 
creating the “downtown”. 

• New development is proposed as only a single story, whereas plans envision multi-story 
development.  The multi-story development is encouraged to be mixed-use in nature with 
ground floor retail and office or residential above. 

• Landscaping areas separating parking lots from public sidewalks appears absent at 
various location on the site plan.  

• Except for one notation of a “feature element” at the apex of Lincoln-Touhy, plans do not 
show locations for sculptures, fountains or plazas with outdoor seating and appear devoid 
of any amenities that would encourage pedestrian use. 

• In order to promote pedestrian-friendly environment there should be ample connections 
from the public sidewalk into the site/project. 
 

 
General Comments 

• Development timelines provided only relate to the renovation of the hotel facility and no 
information or timeline has been provided for any of the new buildings indicated on the 
site plan. Such development timeline(s) should be provided. 

 
• Since it appears that development of the proposed new buildings is contemplated in later 

phase(s), site plan(s) should be submitted which illustrate site conditions that will exist at 
the completion of each planned phase. A final site plan should illustrate final 
development conditions for the proposed PUD. 

 



• Uses for the new buildings are indicated simply as retail or office.  Greater clarity should 
be provided and a list developed that more specifically identifies the retail uses that 
would be authorized to occupy these buildings.  Consideration should be given to limiting 
the amount of office space that may occupy the ground level. 

 
Site Plan Comment 
 

• Site plan(s) presented should easily identify all site changes proposed (areas where 
parking or landscaping are removed and areas where parking or landscaping have been 
added). 

 
• The existing lack of a landscape buffer between parking areas and public sidewalks 

should be corrected.  Interior parking lot landscaping should be considered consistent 
with Village standards. 

 
Parking 

• Approximately 470 parking spaces are illustrated on plans presented for the entire 8.5 
acre site.  The applicant estimates approximately 422 parking spaces of the 470 illustrated 
are required for the hotel and related banquet/restaurant/spa facility.  This calculation by 
the applicant is based on several assumptions which reduce their calculated need for 
parking.  Even with these assumptions, the result is approximately 48 parking spaces 
remaining for the 30,000-40,000 square feet of additional retail and office space 
contemplated to be constructed on the site. For 40,000 square feet of general retail, the 
Village’s parking standard requires at least 132 parking spaces. This 132 parking space 
calculation is based on the Village’s standard for general retail use and any restaurant use 
or other higher intensity parking use in this 40,000 square foot planned space would 
require additional parking spaces to meet the Village’s parking standards.  

 
• Upon completion of the development, the applicant indicates that valet parking may be 

required for the banquet facility. Valet parking however does not change the off street 
parking count and suggests that the applicant contemplates parking vehicles at an 
undisclosed off site location due to lack of parking on the property.  
 

• Maximum number of seats for the conference center and restaurant uses should be 
identified. 

 
Site Circulation  

• A new curb cut on Lincoln Avenue is proposed and 2 Lincoln Avenue curb cuts are 
proposed to be eliminated. A new drop off/arrival area is proposed on the north side of 
the hotel building. The proposed site plan however shows no easy access to this new 
hotel drop off area from either Touhy or Lincoln Avenue access points. 
 

• The future development parcel located at the Lincoln-Touhy apex appears added on the 
site plan as an afterthought and if developed as proposed would create abrupt dead-end 
parking areas. 
 



• The site plan should establish an internal drive in which the parking areas and entrances 
can be logically divided.  As currently presented, the entirety of the off-street parking is a 
massing of parking aisles and rows.  There is no distinctive central drive (i.e. 
street/roadway) for users to access the various parking fields.  Establishing one or more 
primary internal drives can assist in creating the “downtown” envisioned by the Village 
Plans. 
 

• The site plan does not provide an easy access to the loading berths and as a result there 
may be a concern regarding delivery truck access. 
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MEMORANDUM 
To: Tim Clarke, Village of Lincolnwood 
 
Project: 4500 West Touhy 
 Purple Hotel Property 
 Conceptual Plan Landscape Review 

Lincolnwood, Illinois 
 Land Design Collaborative, Inc.  
 
Date Prepared: January 16, 2013 
 
Prepared by: Jim Gamble 
 Land Design Collaborative, Inc. 
 

 
Introduction 
 
The following review and comments are for the landscape review of the Conceptual 
Plan Submitted for Landscape in Section N of the Application Binder and identified 
as “L-2 Landscape Plan” and separate “Landscape Zone Elements” legend.  Due to 
the conceptual nature of the plan some Village Ordinance specifics, such as tree 
spacing, are unable to be addressed without a more detailed plan submission.  
These comments address items falling under the Landscape Ordinance and include 
as appropriate, observations regarding site design, vehicular access, pedestrian 
access, and safety and security. 
 
Landscape Ordinance Section Observations 
 
6.12 Landscape Plans Required 
 

 The plan submitted does not meet the requirements of this section.  Of 
particular interest is the designation of existing trees to be removed and 
retained, shrub plantings, walkways, as well as identification of proposed 
plants by common and botanical name.   

 The submittal does not contain an existing site survey showing landscape. 
Plan AD.0-010 is a Demolition Plan, not a survey as indicated in the Plan Set 
Index.   There was no survey of existing trees over 6 inch caliper or plan 
indicating existing trees to remain and be removed.  

 A detailed, dimensioned, landscape or site plan was not included making 
verification of tree spacing, landscape areas, and other dimensions 
impossible. 
 

6.13 Design Planning and Preservation Criteria 
 
Item (1) Landscape Design and Selection of Plant Material 
 

 (4) Shrubs shall be used whenever possible: there appear to areas along the 

buildings, in landscape islands and parking lot edges needing softening and 

screening requiring shrubs.  These should be shown in a detailed submittal. 

 (5) Plants along long expanses of building walls:  There are areas of the 

buildings (particularly #2) that would benefit from shrubs and other plantings.  



 

 

 

 

 

Item (2) Existing trees with a six (6) inch caliper or greater shall be preserved on the 

property as determined by the Zoning Officer.   

 

 There are a number of large trees, particularly Locust shade trees that 

potentially could be retained and should be identified on the plan. 

 

 
Existing Trees 

Item (9) Tree preservation During Construction 
 

 The plans do not show trees to remove or those to preserve.  A plan should 

be prepared with an “X” through trees to be removed. 

 Tree protection requirements should be provided in the construction 

documents. 

 

6.14 Minimum Landscape Requirements for Off-Street Parking 

 

 (1) Perimeter Screening Required: The existing parking lot should be 

landscape screened along Touhy and Lincoln Avenues including a 

continuous wall (5 feet wide) or shrubs (8 feet wide).  The planting shown 

does not indicate space for shrubs or a wall for screening the parking along 

these streets. 

 

 
Existing Parking along Lincoln Ave. Sidewalk 



 

 

 

 

 

  (2) Interior Landscape Requirements: These requirements should be 

applied.  Particular attention should be paid to planting areas after 20 parking 

spaces. 

6.15 Minimum Landscape Requirements for Foundation Plantings 

 See item 6.13 item (4), (5) above. 

6.17 Miscellaneous Landscape Requirements 

 (1) Parkway landscaping see item 6.14 above. 

 (3) Irrigation water service, There was no Irrigation Plan observed in packet. 

 

Large Existing Trees 

General Comments Regarding Site Design 
 
Parking Lot layout 
 

 The overall parking layout is incompatible with vehicular and pedestrian 
access to the front entry area and vehicular on-site circulation.   

 The Entry Gateway is poorly located and vehicular access drives relative to 
the front entry are blocked by parking and landscaped islands creating 
confusing and circuitous driving patterns. 

 
Pedestrian Walkways 
 

 The walk along the south side of the building should have additional access 

from the roadway for pedestrians to safely step out of the roadway to the 

sidewalk.  

 For aesthetic and safety/security reasons to avoid an entrapment potential 

near the dumpsters a decorative, lockable gate should be considered.  It 

would improve the appearance and allow visibility from the roadway along 

this side of the building.   

 Pedestrian Linkages from outer parking lots to Buildings are inadequate 

Additional walkways should be added for pedestrians walking between 

parking and building entries. 

  Sidewalks adjacent to fronts of parking spaces (west and south/east) could 

be blocked by vehicles over hanging the walk.     

 Walkways along the east side of Building 2 are not shown. 

 

Pedestrian Safety 

 

 Designated walkways should be clearly marked, wide enough to 

accommodate car overhangs, well lighted and associated with landscaped 

islands throughout the parking lots connecting to the building entries. 

 The pedestrian routes from the parking lots to the east, west, and south to 

building entries are unclear.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 Pedestrian access is unclear between building #1 and Buildings #2 and #3. 

Will the building entries be located in this area?  Will these entries require 

access codes or cards?  The areas between the buildings need to be well 

lighted and safe with exits to prevent “trapping” of unaware pedestrians. 

 

 
East Alcove between Building #1 and #3 

 

 

 The dumpster bay and the east side stairway at the dumpster area are 

potential entrapment places and need to be lighted and secured. 

 

 
East Side of Dumpster Area at Stairway 

 

 

Touhy Avenue and Lincoln Avenue ROW and Intersection 

 

 This intersection is a highly visible “gateway” for the community and the 

location of a plaza type improvement is excellent.  The adjacent future 

development site needs to be properly buffered so that it does not 

compromise the gateway effect. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Summary 
 
General 
 
Unfortunately the conceptual nature of the plan makes more detailed comments 
impossible.  Further, comments on the proposed parking lot expansion to the west 
are not included (shown in background on sheet G-002 “Site”) which are subject to 
review as part of Lincolnwood’s ComEd Bikeway project.  Potentially the site plan 
layout along the west edge will require changes.  
 
Key Points 
 

 Provisions for adequate space (3 feet width) for required hedge plantings 
meeting the landscape Ordinance for parking lot screening along Touhy and 
Lincoln Avenue does not appear to be provided.   

 The walkways and pedestrian links to and through the parking lots as well as 
connections to the public sidewalk are sparse and need to be improved.   

 East and west alcoves between Building 1 and Buildings 2 and 3, and the 
Building #2 dumpster area are potential entrapment places and “escape 
routes” need to be provided for pedestrians.   

 There are a number of large shade trees on site which should be retained if 
possible.   

 Site and pedestrian lighting is essential to provide safe pedestrian routes and 
to illuminate dark areas adjacent to the building.   

 The Com Ed right-of-way connection should be pursued with the Lincolnwood 
Park Department as soon as possible regarding parking layout and bikeway 
access.  
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO: Development Review Team 
 
FROM: Jim Johnson, Village Engineer 
 
DATE: January 17, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: 4500 West Touhy Avenue 
 
 
As there are no engineering plans or supporting information, my comments regarding the subject 
project are general. 
 
Traffic and Parking 
 
The applicant needs to provide a detailed traffic and parking analysis.  Of note: 

1. Touhy and Lincoln traffic impacts. 
2. Curbcut locations and modifications. 
3. Site lines. 
4. The current west entrance off Touhy will cause traffic stacking problems internal and 

external to the site. 
5. The parking field configuration is haphazard. 
6. There are no indications of pedestrian and vehicular segregation within the parking field. 
7. The proposed ComEd parking field is not shown. 
8. The number of parking stalls does not appear to address the required demand.  With other 

site improvements (e.g., streetscape, stormwater management), the applicant should 
consider a parking structure. 

 
Stormwater Management 
 
The applicant needs to provide appropriate stormwater management facilities to address the 
significant impervious area.  Any stormwater improvements need to address water quality as 
well as water quantity. 
 
If the applicant has questions or needs additional information, please have them contact me at 
jjohnson@lwd.org or 847-745-4862. 
 



Department of Public Works 
Staff Plan Review 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:  Development Review Team  
 
FROM: Ashley Engelmann, Assistant to the Public Works Director  
 
DATE: January 15, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: 4500 W Touhy Avenue 
 
 
The Public Works Department has reviewed the information submitted by North Capitol 
Group. The following comments are made for your consideration: 
 
Trees 
There are numerous trees within and along the perimeter of the property. Many of them 
are considered nuisance species and should be removed by the property owner. No 
formal landscape plan was submitted therefore staff did not direct the Village Arborist to 
inspect each tree because due to the number of trees it would not be cost effective for 
him to conduct an evaluation. A formal landscape plan needs to be included that 
indicates the species of each tree, their corresponding diameter and whether or not they 
are planned for removal. New plantings should be noted as well and should also include 
the species and diameter. Any tree planned for removal that is greater than 8” in 
diameter must be inspected by the Village Arborist. The Village’s landscape 
requirements shall be followed which requires that a tree be planted every 25 feet along 
the perimeter and that the tree must be at least 2 ½” in diameter. 
 
Sidewalk  
The plan does not indicate that any sidewalk will be added or removed. The condition of 
the sidewalk around the perimeter of the building is poor and there are also gaps in 
which sidewalk does not exist. The Department is recommending that the perimeter 
sidewalk be replaced and that new sidewalk be installed within any gaps. The sidewalks 
must be at least five feet wide and follow all ADA requirements. Sidewalk needs to 
meander around existing utilities.  
 
Stormwater Ordinance 

• All requirements of the Village’s Stormwater Oridnane must be followed per the 
Village Engineer’s comments 



Department of Public Works 
Staff Plan Review 
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Potable Water 
• The new water meter and RPZ’s must be installed inside of a mechanical room 

with fire and domestic lines 
 

General Comments 
• Existing hydrants and street lights should be shown on the plan  
• The plan appears to indicate that the main entrance to the property will be on 

Lincoln Avenue across from Chase Avenue, is the petitioner planning to request 
a traffic signal at this location, and is the width for the ingress/egress sufficient for 
a main entrance? Also, how will semis move through the entrance the deliveries?  

• Should the Village require hydrants within the property- defer to the Fire 
Department 

• The “Feature Element” must meet all line of sight requirements  
• The petitioner should consider permeable pavers within the parking lot to help 

offset Stormwater Ordinance requirements 
 

 
Do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have regarding this review. 
 
 
Ashley Engelmann 





 
 

      LINCOLNWOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT 
          6900 N. LINCOLN AVENUE – LINCOLNWOOD, ILLINOIS - 60712           

                      PHONE: 847-673-1545   FAX: 847-673-7456 

  
  Lt. Clyde G. Heineman 
  Director of Fire Prevention 
   cheineman@lwd.org 

 
To: Developmental Plan review Team Members 
From: Lt. Clyde Heineman 
Date: 1‐14‐2013 

Developmental Plan Review  
 
Address:                                4500 W. Touhy Avenue 
 
Business Name:                   The Purple Hotel 
 
Date Plans Received:          1‐11‐2013 
 
Date Plan Reviewed:           1‐14‐2013 
 
Building Square Footage:   (Varied) 
 
Proposed Occupancy Load: (Varied) 
 
Comments:  
 

1. All plans will be reviewed to the currently adopted versions of the NFPA code set 
including, but not limited to NFPA 1 Fire Code 2009 Edition,  NFPA 13 Standard for the 
Installation of Sprinkler Systems 2010 Edition,  NFPA 14 Standard for the Installation of 
Standpipes and Hose Systems 2010 Edition, NFPA 17A Standard for Wet Chemical 
Extinguishing Systems 2009 Edition, NFPA 20 Standard for the Installation of Stationary 
Pumps for Fire Protection 2010 Edition, NFPA 24 Standard for the Installation of Private 
Fire Service Mains and Their Appurtenances 2010 Edition, NFPA 70 National Electrical 
Code® 2011 Edition, NFPA 72 National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code 2010 Edition, NFPA 
80 Standard for Fire Doors and Other Opening Protectives 2010 Edition, NFPA 92A: 
Standard for Smoke‐Control Systems Utilizing Barriers and Pressure Differences, 2009 
Edition, NFPA 92B Standard for Smoke Management Systems in Malls, Atria, and Large 
Spaces, 2009 Edition, NFPA 96 Standard for Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of 
Commercial Cooking Operations 2011 Edition,  NFPA 101®Life Safety Code® 2012 
Edition, NFPA 105 Standard for the Installation of Smoke Door Assemblies and Other 
Opening Protectives 2010 Edition, NFPA 110 Standard for Emergency and Standby 
Power Systems 2010 Edition,  as well as the 2006 International Fire Code 



 
 

2. The number of exits, and exit widths provided throughout the buildings has not changed 
from the original design of the existing structure. Architectural plans will need to be 
reviewed for compliance with the existing ICC Code set & NFPA 101®Life Safety Code® 
requirements. 

 
3. The existing stairway to the lower level from the main level banquet area was found to 

be non‐compliant for inadequate separation and was flagged by the State Fire Marshalls 
Office a number of years ago. Any construction changes will need to address this 
deficiency 
 

4. The existing sprinkler system has been subjected to several years of freeze /thaw cycles. 
All existing sprinkler piping and components must be removed due to years of exposure 
to freezing conditions. A new NFPA 13 compliant sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout. 
 

5. Fire Department Connection(s) location(s) to be determined in conjunction with the Fire 
Prevention Bureau, the sprinkler contractor and the plan reviewer prior to final design. 

 
6. The existing fire pump on the system has been submerged in the flooded basement and 

subjected to several years of freeze / thaw cycles. A new pump compliant with NFPA 20 
shall be installed.  
 

7. A complete fire alarm and communication system compliant with NFPA 72 shall be 
provided per High Rise requirements of the NFPA 101®Life Safety Code®. 
 

8. The fire alarm system is required to be connected to the fire department dispatch 
center by way of the Village of Lincoln fire alarm radio network. The fire alarm 
contractor will be required to coordinate with the Village of Lincoln for installation of 
the radio by the Village’s radio contractor at the completion of the alarm systems 
installation. 

 
9. Any kitchen hood installed must be equipped with a hood & duct suppression system 

compliant with NFPA 96 for mechanical & NFPA 17A for fire suppression, and be 
connected to the fire alarm system. 

 
10. The installation of a Knox Box® (Key Box) at each entrance not open 24/7/365 will be 

required. 
 

11. Water supply for fire suppression will need to be evaluated and possibly expanded 
beyond that of the existing hydrant locations.  
 

12. Any combustible construction currently above the ceilings will need to be replaced with 
non‐combustible construction or protected by the fire sprinkler system. 
 

13. Provide access on all sides for fire department ladder tower vehicle placement. 



  
 Duty  -  Integrity  -  Community  
 

 

   LINCOLNWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT 

              INTER-OFFICE MEMO 
  
 

Robert LaMantia 
  Chief of Police 

 
To:  Mr. Tim Clarke, Community Development Director 
 
From:  Lieutenant Randall Rathmell # 243 
 
Date:  January 16, 2013 
 
Subject: Purple Hotel Redevelopment Plan Review 
              
We have reviewed the conceptual plan submission for the Purple Hotel Property located 
at 4500 West Touhy Avenue.  Examination of the proposed parking areas plan shows a 
design which appears to provide natural surveillance of the location for both law 
enforcement and the public by eliminating visual obstacles or concealment for potential 
offenders.  Sufficient on-site exterior lighting will be provided which is an important 
consideration as a crime prevention tool in order to safeguard parked vehicles and 
reduce the potential for criminal damage and vandalism on the property.  We 
recommend a left only turn lane northbound North Lincoln Avenue into the entry 
gateway at West Chase Avenue to minimize the potential for traffic congestion on 
adjacent roads and streets.  We also recommend the coordination of appropriate 
pedestrian crosswalks and unobstructed lines of sight on North Lincoln Avenue at West 
Chase Avenue due to increased pedestrian and vehicular traffic near the property. 
 
Safe designated pedestrian walkways should be provided on the property including both 
the south side of the building as well as the east side of Building # 2.  This will assist 
pedestrian access from the roadway to the sidewalk and prevent possible pedestrian 
“entrapment” on the site.  This will also serve to define walking areas between parking 
lots and buildings.  Installation of a security gate to control access and provide safety 
near the dumpster bay area should be considered.  Management may further safeguard 
the property by issuing access codes or cards for hotel patron entry into the building.     
  
 
In addition, consideration of a security system which includes the installation of alarms, 
cameras, sensor lights and intrusion detectors made visible to potential offenders, will 
deter Theft and assist in a criminal investigation.  We respectfully request possibly 
positioning cameras in both the parking lots, hotel floors and commercial businesses 
located on the property to help law enforcement investigate Burglaries or other crimes 
which may occur on the site.  New site trees and landscaping along property lines 
establish natural boundaries for the location.   
 



  
 Duty  -  Integrity  -  Community  
 

 

The remainder of the developer’s plan should not impact public safety, traffic, line of 
sight, access to emergency vehicles, pedestrian traffic, police service or the 
neighborhood.   
 
Thank you for your consideration on this matter.      
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